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Advanced DiM 250 
simulator can move in 
nine different planes
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Horiba MIRA, the 80-year-old automotive validation 
station, is transforming itself into a one-stop vehicle 
development shop. Matt Saunders takes the tour

HOW TO 
ACCELERATE  
AN INDUSTRY
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❝
MIRA has become 

the most innovative 
motor industry 

location in the UK 
❞

Banked track opened 

in 1952. High-speed
testing not pictured

Crash tests have 
long been on the 
menu at MIRA



Simulator’s large curved 
screens give a convincing 
view of a virtual world
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A post-simulator 
breakfast-ejection
was happily averted

Tom Lee (on right) 
explains MIRA’s 
business case

❝
Up to two years of a typical five- 

or six-year development schedule 
can be saved in the virtual world  

❞



‘Black Lake’ allows 
safe ADAS testing at 
motorway speeds 

Cybersecurity lab 
measures resilience 
to digital attacks

Even advanced ESC 
systems can be 

calibrated virtually

Complex junctions 
test the mettle of 
self-driving cars
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The Motor Industry Research Association was 
created by the government in 1946 to pool 
industry expertise at a time when British firms 
were finding it difficult to export cars. Having 
investigated sites including Silverstone and 
Donington Park, the former RAF Lindley WW2 
airbase was selected as the site for the new 
testing venue, which opened in 1948.

The facilities were initially composed purely 
of disused aircraft runways, with the first 
bespoke track – a section of Belgian pavé – built 
in 1951, followed by the high-speed circuit the 
following year. Test labs and other facilities came 
after that, and in 2001 MIRA became a limited 
company. In 2015 it was bought by Japanese 
testing equipment group Horiba.

A BRIEF H ISTORY OF M IRA
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